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Instructional Practices of an Innovative
Grouping Mechanism in the College
Classroom

Nien-Tzu Tu*

Abstract

Problems arising from group projects are a frequent subject of
student complaints in university courses. The most typical complaint
is a lack of contribution from group members when the same grade is
shared by all members of the group. However, the cause is the lack
of a grouping mechanism; sometimes, grouping is random. If student
grouping is a necessary component of a course, then designing a grouping
mechanism is vital. In this study, a semester’s course began with a group-
leader referendum as a strategy for creating a flipped-classroom learning
experience. The results of this study indicated that (1) the experience
changed how students view and recognize their group leader, (2) students
sensed that successful self-promotion is an essential link in a grouping
mechanism, and (3) the interpersonal relationship between the group
leader and group members is the key to achieving a high grade for the

entire group.
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