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Designing a Formative Assessment that
Students Care: A Prospect from Communities
of Learners

Fei-Ching Chen*

Abstract

The lack of engagement among students has been identified as one
of the major challenges in lecturing courses nowadays, and is also the
core concern of this study. “Learning and Evaluation’ is considered to be
a tough course in Center for Teacher Education. Applying the concept of
“Communities of Learners” to formative evaluation, this study demonstrates
how the involvement of students could be improved. Three most popular
elements of curriculum design, flipping teaching, group discussions, and final
project, were renovated with the Web 2.0 concept. For example, individual
exams were replaced by collaborative examination; teachers’ providing
materials was replaced by students’ collectively developing key learning
materials; single checkpoint/feedback was replaced by multiple checkpoints
and multiple feedback. In particular, three types of formative assessments
were therefore developed: the assessment of content competency, the
series of authentic assessment, and the assessment of critical thinking. The
implications of the design and formative assessment on other domain, such

as Science, Engineering, Business, and Humanities were also discussed.

Keywords: co-examination, formative assessment, critical thinking,

engagement, communities of learners
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