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Practical Enough? Implementation of
Professional Courses in Technical and
Vocational College and the Gap Between
Learning and Application

Shih-Tsun Pan*

Abstract

To facilitate the planning and implementation of professional courses
in technical and vocational colleges (TVCs) to meet industrial needs,
the Ministry of Education promoted the “School-Based Departmental
Curriculum Development” (SBDCD) in the early 2000s. About 10 years
later, the Ministry of Education launched the strategy of “Developing
Practice Courses” (DPCs) in the second phase of the “Reshaping Technical
and Vocational Education Project” to bridge the learning-application gap.
First, the authors argued that both SBDCD and DPCs have the characteristics
of “Competency-Oriented Curriculum Development Mechanism” (COCDM).
All professional courses offered by colleges in accordance with the COCDM
should be “practical courses.” Theoretical and academic courses should
become “practicalized/practice-oriented theoretical courses.” The teaching
objectives, content, methods, and learning outcome assessments for each
course should reflect the necessary elements of a practical course. Second,
the authors reflected on the measures for strengthening practical courses
promoted by their school. They suggested that TVCs can clearly define the
connotation and necessary elements of a practical course as the basis for
improving practical courses. TVCs can also use support measures, such
as instrumental forms, examples, and other related mechanisms, to guide

teachers to reflect on and modify the teaching objectives, content, methods,
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and learning outcome assessment approaches of each course. Additionally,
TVCs can promote “hands-on practical courses” and introduce industry
experts to participate in the evaluation and planning of practical courses to

cultivate students’ practical abilities more effectively.
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