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Exploring the Design of the Musical Theater
General Education Course and the Learning
Effects on University Students by Applying
the ARCS Motivation Model

Wei-Chun Wang*

Abstract

Broadly speaking, musical theater is a performing style in which music
dominates the whole performance that encompasses the elements of literature,
drama, dance, and stage. This action research aimed to explore the teaching
strategies and the content of a musical theater general education course and
to examine the course’s learning process for and its effects on technology
university students using the ARCS (Attention, Relevance, Confidence, and
Satisfaction) motivation model and cooperative learning strategy. Participants
were non-music major undergraduate students who enrolled in a musical
theater class taught as a general education course by the investigator. In this
course, students develop the skill of comprehensive artistic exploration and
creation by studying musical theater theories and their practical application.
The results of this study show that the teaching modes and strategies have
effectively stimulated students’ learning motivation, improved their learning

achievements, and enhanced their involvement in the arts.

Keywords: cooperative learning, musical theater, involvement, motivation

theory, general education, learning effect
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